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News            from Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin
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           For Immediate Release
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           Contact: Betsy Hart, 202-226-8555
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HERSETH            SANDLIN INTRODUCES BILL TO FIX BIOMASS DEFINITION IN RENEWABLE FUELS            STANDARD
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Bipartisan            Legislation To Promote Development and Use of Cellulosic Ethanol Derived            from Wood Waste on Federal Lands
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February            7, 2008, Washington, DC -
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Last            night, Rep. Herseth Sandlin (D-SD) introduced the Renewable Biofuels            Facilitation Act, legislation to promote the development and use of            cellulosic ethanol derived from woody biomass on federal lands. The            bill would significantly broaden the definition of cellulosic ethanol            within the Renewable Fuels Standard (RFS) to include more biomass gathered            from federal lands like the Black Hills National Forest.
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Herseth Sandlin’s            bill amends a provision included in The Energy Independence and Security            Act of 2007, which included an historic 36 billion gallon renewable            fuels standard (RFS). Unfortunately, however, the legislation’s definition            of renewable biomass prevents almost all federal land biomass, such            as trees, wood, brush, thinnings, chips, and slash, from counting toward            the mandate if it is used to manufacture biofuels. This provision not            only discourages the use of such biomass, but in doing so could result            in a decrease in responsible forest management by denying land managers            an important outlet for the excessive biomass loads that often accumulate            on public lands. Herseth Sandlin’s bill would promote the use of energy            from waste products gathered on federal lands, including those that            are byproducts of preventive treatments and are removed to reduce hazardous            fuels, to reduce or contain disease or insect infestation, or to restore            ecosystem health. 
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The Renewable Biofuels            Facilitation Act was co-sponsored by a geographically diverse and bipartisan            group including Representatives Greg Walden (R-OR), Peter DeFazio (D-OR),            Bart Stupak (D-MI), Mike Ross (D-AR), Chip Pickering (R-MS), Emerson            (R-VA), Emerson (R-MO), Goodlatte (R-VA), Bonner (R-AL), J. Peterson            (R-PA).
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“Currently, the            energy bill provides great incentives for innovative entrepreneurs,            often working in conjunction with government and academia, to create            new ways to make clean, homegrown renewable biofuels in this country,”            Herseth Sandlin said. “Unfortunately, current law prevents biofuels            made from biomass that originates on public lands or any biomass from            private land that is not ‘planted’ and ‘actively managed’ from being            counted toward the RFS. This is unfortunate, unnecessary, and unjustified.”
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The Renewable Biomass            Facilitation Act would change the definition to clarify that federally            sourced biomass is eligible for consideration under the renewable fuels            standard and is identical to the language included in the Senate’s version            of the Farm Bill which passed 79-14 on December 14, 2007. Additionally,            the bill would allow RFS credit for broad categories of biomass from            non-federal and tribal lands including agricultural commodities, plants            and trees, algae, crop residue, waste material (including wood waste            and wood residues), animal waste and byproducts (including fats, oils,            greases, and manure), construction waste, and food and yard waste. 
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Herseth Sandlin            added “Amending the definition of renewable biomass in the energy bill            will greatly improve our ability to manufacture renewable energy from            our forestlands, both public and private, all over the country. This            would bring tremendous benefits, not only to our environment, to forest            health, and to our national security, but it will also provide an economically            viable outlet for forest byproducts that could revitalize the local            economies of hundreds of small forest communities across the country,            including those in the Black Hills.”
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Biomass projects            that would be conducted under the authority of the Herseth Sandlin bill            on federal lands would still have to comply with federal and state law            and applicable land management plans. There is an additional requirement            for old-growth maintenance, restoration, and management on federal lands            as defined in the Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003.
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